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Smallpox in the Province of Quebec. 

Montreal, December 20, 1899. 
The present status of the smallpox outbreak in this province is as 
follows : 
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a Date of last report, December 12. 

The Amqui outbreak was expected, and the local authorities had 
been nqtified accordingly. Its origin is as follows : Ooe of the now 
infected household, while traveling, slept one night, December 1, at 
Mont-Oarmel, in a house in which two days later smallpox developed. 
The new cases in Mont-Oarmel are all in previously infected houses. 
In St. Paschal, an unreliable guard is responsible for the infection of 
a new house. \ 

Kespectfully, Blzbar Pblletier, 

Secretary Board of Health of the Province of Quebec. 

FRANCE. 

Report from Marseilles. 

, Marseilles, France, December 12, 1899. 

Sir : In further compliance with Bureau order of the 14th ultimo, I 
have the honor to submit the following report of my visit to this City 
made with a view of learning the present status of the emigrant traffic 
from and through Marseilles, and also with special reference to the 
danger of the introduction of the plague into the United States through 
this port : 

As reported by cablegram, I arrived the 7th instant, but owing to a 
severe cold contracted while in Southampton, and aggravated by the 
inclement weather met with in crossing the Channel, I was able to 
accomplish but little beyond conferring with the United States consul, 
Mr. Skinner, before the 9th instant. 

I have found it extremely difficult to obtain anything like bottom 
facts — that is, information to one's satisfaction in the matter of my 
mission here, and to ascertain these only partly appears to require no 
end of time. 

Marseilles has a population approaching close a half million of people, 
and in commercial importance ranks high among the maritime cities 
of the world. No less than 14 regular French steamship lines are 
attached to it, while 22 foreign lines have regular sailings from it, 
which places it in direct communication with all the principal sea- 
ports. The city is dependent almost entirely upon its maritime com- 
merce, as the local manufacturing and other interests are of minor 
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importance, except the tourist travel, which during certain seasons of 
the year reaches large proportions. But 2 steamship lines operate 
between here and American ports — one, the Anchor Line, which, owing 
to the existing laws requiring emigrants to be carried under the French 
flag, does not handle any of this class of people, while the other, the 
Compagnie Francaise de Navigation a Vapeur, or popularly known as 
the Cyprien Fabre Line, sailiDg by way of Genoa, carries all emigrants 
taking trans- Atlantic passages from this port. This traffic is, however, 
relatively light as compared to some other ports visited, for only 191 
people of this class were handled throughout the year 1898, and but 111 
from January 1 of this year. These are principally Cyprians and Sicil- 
ians, who, I am informed, have practically no baggage or luggage, 
their entire personal effects being often contained in 1 large handker- 
chief. 

There is considerable through traffic of third and fourth class (deck) 
passengers, who arrive here from the East and are generally sent by 
rail to Havre as a point of embarkation. This number, at a moderate 
estimate, will reach from 1,200 to 1,300 people annually. The exact 
figures could not be obtained as no statistics of this travel are obtainable 
here. These people arrive by the several lines operating from the 
East and seek the cheap boarding houses, which naturally are located 
in the old part of the city, and for the same reason the most unsanitary, 
and there remain until they can " book " either direct by the Cyprien 
Fabre Line or preferably overland to Havre and thence by the Com- 
pagnie General Transatlantique, which handles the vast majority of 
them. 

No boarding houses are maintained by the steamship lines, as the 
small number would not, or do not, in their opinion justify the neces- 
sary outlay, which is not stimulated by the competition prevailing at 
the other ports inspected. 

The steamship lines operating between here and the eastern ports, 
as Bombay, Calcutta, and like plague-infected places, have on' board 
some of their steamers, portable steam chambers, or so-called "sweat- 
ing rooms," where clothing, soiled linen, bedding, etc., may be exposed 
to steam while the vessel is en route, thus diminishing the time of deten- 
tion at Frioul, the quarantine station for Marseilles. These sweating 
rooms are operated by officers of the steamer, and the submitting of 
one's effects to this process is, if deemed necessary, only compulsory as 
regards the belongings of the crew, while it is altogether optional on 
the part of all passengers whether they have their effects so treated or 
not. 

I was desirous of ascertaining further about these sweating rooms and 
their management but was unable to visit the only steamer arriving 
from Bombay during my stop here, which performed quarantine, dis- 
charged its passengers numbering several hundred, and departed, all in 
the course of a few hours. 

Formerly Brindisi was the port of departure and arrival for the 
Peninsular and Oriental Line of steamers, which are the largest car- 
riers of the Eastern passenger traffic ; but, owing to concessions from 
the French Government, they have practically abandoned Brindisi for 
Marseilles. The Italian Government, to retain this trade or a portion 
of it, will send a representative to Port Said to establish, as an offset 
to this monopoly, ."sweating rooms" for the steaming of fabrics, etc., 
on steamers from the East bound to Brindisi, and thus lessen the time 
of detention of vessels in quarantine at that port. This plan, it is 
understood, will become effective on January 1. 
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Through the kindness of Dr. Antonin Catelin, director of health, I 
was invited to visit the quarantine station, which is controlled by the 
French Government, and is located on the island of Frioul, a rocky 
eminence about 4 miles down the bay from the city. The station is 
admirably situated for the reception of passengers and the disinfection 
of vessels, etc. It consists of au isolation station or "lazaretto" for the 
treatment of infectious diseases, placed at a distance of several hundred 
yards away from the main reception station, on an elevated plateau, and 
surrounding all the buildings, which are complete, each in itself, is a high 
wall of solid masonry ; second, of a main reception station for the hous- 
ing and accommodation of the first, second, and third class passengers, 
which consists of 2 hotels and a large barracks, all well and comfortably 
equipped ; third, of a small hospital for suspects, and, fourth, across the 
basin, about one-quarter of a mile wide, a large building for the recep- 
tion of passengers undergoing quarantine, bathing, and steaming of cloth- 
ing, bedding, etc. The chambers, 2 in number, are about 4 by 4 by 12 
feet, and are unprovided with jackets. The vacuum is obtained by means 
of pumps. As far as could be learned vessels are not subjected to a 
gaseous disinfection. The living compartments, closets, etc., if deemed 
necessary by the quarantine physician, are sprayed with a 5 per cent 
carbolic acid solution. There appears to be no disinfection of the holds 
of vessels in the case of yellow fever, cholera, or plague, the 3 diseases 
quarantined here. 

Vessels arriving at Frioul, not given free pratique, are considered 
under the following three heads : First, indemne • second, suspect ; third, 
infected. A vessel is held as "indemne " which comes from an infected 
place but has had no cases or deaths of a pestilential disease on board, 
before sailing, during voyage, or at the time of arrival. A vessel is 
considered as "suspect" which has had one or many cases, confirmed 
or suspected, at the time of departure or during the voyage, but having 
had no new cases of cholera for seven days or yellow fever or pest for 
nine days. A vessel is considered as "infected" which presents on 
board one or many cases confirmed or suspected, of a pestilential disease, 
or which has had on board cholera within less than seven days, or yellow 
fever or pest within nine days. The treatment differs but slightly accord- 
ing to which of the above-mentioned classes the vessel belongs, and 
consists of the steaming of the soiled linen, effects in use, fabrics about 
rooms, and of all objects and baggage which the port sanitary authori- 
ties consider as contaminated. I was unable to witness the handling of 
vessels at the station, as at the time of my visit none were in quarantine, 
and, therefore, I am unable to express an opinion as to the efficiency of 
the work done there. 

The feeling existing in the city is one of considerable apprehension 
on account of the plague, owing to the extensive connections with the 
East and western Mediterranean ports. And indeed the city has for 
this reason some grounds for fear, as it is the gateway of the continent 
from the east and south, and has risks to run and opportunities for the 
importation of the plague during the coming season, unless restrictions 
more stringent than those which at present appear to be in force are 
adopted. 

There are no shipments of wool or hides from India being made direct 
from here to the United States, as these articles are forwarded to Lon- 
don and Liverpool for transshipment. 

I note from the Atlas, a paper published in Algiers and dated the 3d 
instant, that the Hamburg-American Liner Furst Bismarck, which was 
to have landed there, proceeded direct from Gibraltar to Naples with- 
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out stopping at Algiers. The cause of this was the establishment of 
quarantine in Greece and Turkey against arrivals from Algiers and the 
fear of the company to see the same regulations enforced at any 
moment in Italy. The article further stated that an official contradic- 
tion (clipping inclosed from Paris) had been forwarded by all consuls 
to their respective governments concerning the nonexistence of the 
plague in Algeria. Eumors are extant here to some extent, in this 
connection, both pro and con. 

As was cabled you yesterday, smallpox is epidemic in Marseilles. 
During the month of October there were 30 cases admitted to the hos- 
pitals, with 9 deaths. During November 500 cases were admitted to 
the hospitals; with 100 deaths. Vaccination, while offered free of 
charge and urged by the sanitary authorities, >is not compulsory except 
in the schools. As the cases reported include only those admitted to 
the hospitals, it is impossible to arrive at any definite conclusion as to 
the extent of the epidemic, but it is safe to state that the number of 
cases in the city would considerably increase the figures above given. 

The most dangerous part of the city, that known as the Old Port, is 
surrounded by a cordon ; but on making a tour of observation through 
this section to learn something of the appearance of things, which need 
only to be seen to be appreciated, I was unmolested and did not see 
soldiers or police on guard duty. 

The consul is requiring a disinfection of all rags shipped from here 
to the United States. 

. It is exceedingly important as a matter of precaution, as well as for 
other purposes, that a regular officer of the Service be sent here, for 
not only is Marseilles threatened with an invasion by the plague sooner 
or later, but as a point from which to collect reports relative to the 
existence of plague at other places, there is none better located for the 
purpose than Marseilles, owing to its numerous communications with 
a large number of ports, and it is recommended that an officer be 
detailed for duty here as early as practicable. 

I depart to-morrow for Barcelona. 

Respectfully, J. A. Nydeggker, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. S. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

GIBBALTAB. 

Steamship Berenice with cases of plague. — Sanitary precautions. 

Gibraltar, November 28, 1899. 

On the morning of the 24th instant the Austro-Hungarian steamship 
Berenice arrived off this port from Santos, Rio de Janeiro, and Praya, 
after a passage of thirty-five days, loaded with a general cargo, bound 
for Trieste, Austria. Her crew was composed of 41 individuals. She 
had also on board 5 passengers. 

During the passage 3 of the crew and 1 passenger died from "bu- 
bonic plague." The last fatal case occurred on the 17th instant, pre- 
vious to the Berenice reaching Praya. The bodies were committed to 
the sea without delay. 

The Gibraltar sanitary and port authorities prohibited the Berenice 
from entering this port, and, as she was in want of fuel she kept lying, 
off and on, outside the entrance of this bay and cruising in the straits 
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